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TITANIC
IN 366 DAYS

A Calendar of Events
Including Olympic and Britannic,

Harland & Wolff and the White Star Line.

Compiled by GRAEME JUPP
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Introduction
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The sinking of the White Star liner Titanic on 14-15 April 1912 is undoubtedly ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ most 
documented maritime disaster. Hundreds of books and thousands of articles have chronicled 
virtually every aspect of the tragedy and the ǎƘƛǇΩǎ all-too-brief career. TitanicΩǎ story before and 
after the events of April 1912 has also been meticulously recorded, including accounts of those 
who conceived and built her, the passengers and crew who sailed on the maiden voyage, and 
those whose lives were forever affected by the disaster and its aftermath. Decades after the 
sinking a new wave of interest in the ship was fostered by motion pictures and the discovery and 
exploration of the wreck. Tales of heroism and controversy abound, with enthusiasts, historians 
and authors endlessly researching and debating the dramatic story of the ΨǳƴǎƛƴƪŀōƭŜΩ ship.

Dates play an important part in any historical event and the story of Titanic is no exception. Her 
launch on 31 May 1911,  the maiden voyage on 10 April 1912,  and the discovery of her wreck on
1 September 1985 are indelibly etched in Titanic lore. The date of 14 April 1912 almost always 
features in reference books of historical events. The disaster is also among the most recognised 
events of the twentieth century, alongside the first powered flight at Kitty Hawk by the Wright 
brothers (17 December 1903), the Normandy landings during World War II (6 June 1944), the 
assassination of U.S. President John F. Kennedy (22 November 1963), the Apollo 11 Moon landing 
(20 July 1969), and the death of Diana, Princess of Wales (31 August 1997).

Titanic in 366 Days: A Calendar of Events attempts to encompass TitanicΩǎ complete story from 
the perspective of specific events and the dates on which they occurred. It is not a chronological 
timeline, nor does it profess to be a definitive record of events associated with the great liner.
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The format follows a calendar year from 1 January to 31 December, with at least one event for 
each date, including 29 February (conveniently, 1912 was a ΨƭŜŀǇΩ year). The reader will learn of 
people and places, monuments and memorials, movies and media, shipbuilder and shipyard, 
investigations and inquiries, anniversaries, societies and conventions, discovery, exploration and 
artefacts, passengers and crew, other ships and vessels, books and periodicals, and a multitude of 
relatively obscure events from the 1840s to the present day.

The events presented here are intended to inform, entertain and enrich ƻƴŜΩǎ knowledge of 
Titanic and her wider story. They are not designed to be overly descriptive or technical, but rather 
a curious mix of major, minor and little-known connections with the ship. It follows the ΨǘƻŘŀȅ in 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ concept and in many instances several dates appear more than once. For example, there 
are nine entries for 31 May (three for 1911 and six in other years), sixteen for 10 April 1912 and 
thirty-two for 15 April 1912. Many dates have been repeated to cover multiple events which 
occurred on the same date, though not necessarily in the same year. Included are the careers of 
TitanicΩǎ sister ships Olympic (1911-1935) and Britannic (1915-1916), a social history of 
passengers, crew and other individuals, and the impact the disaster and its aftermath had on 
ocean travel and organisations. Significant dates in the histories of the Belfast shipbuilding firm 
Harland & Wolff, and the Liverpool-based White Star Line, are interspersed with the Titanic-
related events. There are 933 events for the 366 days of a calendar year.

I trust that readers will derive as much pleasure and enjoyment from Titanic in 366 Days: A 
Calendar of Events as I have had in its research and compilation.

GRAEME JUPP
Wellington, New Zealand
February 2025

Design, layout, text and captions: ©Graeme Jupp, 2025.
Paintings, photographs, images and other illustrative material

as individually credited (original source where known).

Titanic in 366 Days: A Calendar of Events, Version 5.0, February 2025.
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1 January 1862
The Belfast shipbuilding firm of 

Edward James Harland & Company, 
established by Edward Harland on
1 November 1858, formally adopts 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨIŀǊƭŀƴŘ ϧ ²ƻƭŦŦΣ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘΦΩ

(Gustav Wolff became a partner
in the company on 11 April 1861).

The iron-hulled Venetian (1,508 tons) was 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ IŀǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
shipyard. Constructed for John Bibby & 
Sons, she was launched on 30 July 1859.

Advertisement from The Shipbuilder, 1911.

Gustav Wilhelm Wolff,
born 10 November 1834.

Edward James Harland,
born 15 May 1831.

Photo: The Shipbuilder

18741884

Lithograph: Ulster Folk and Transport 
Museum Collection, Northern Ireland
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1 January 1996
A film adaptation of the 1991 novel 
No Greater Love by Danielle Steel 
premieres on NBC television in the 
United States. The two-hour, made-
for-television movie centres around 
members of the wealthy Winfield 

family and their experience during, 
and following, the maiden voyage of 
ǘƘŜ ΨǳƴǎƛƴƪŀōƭŜΩ Titanic in April 1912.

Filming took place in Montreal and Los 
Angeles, including aboard the retired 

Cunard liner Queen Mary at Long Beach. 
Scenes not featuring the main cast, 

including the collision with the iceberg 
and TitanicΩǎ ǎƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
the 1979 television movie S.O.S. Titanic.

Directed by Richard T. Heffron and 
edited by Michael S. Murphy, the 
film stars Kelly Rutherford, Chris 

Sarandon and Simon MacCorkindale.

Images: The Cramer Company/NBC Productions
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Harold Godfrey Lowe, age 33, former Fifth Officer of Titanic,
is assigned to active service as a Lieutenant in the Royal Naval 
wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ΨaƻƴƳƻǳǘƘΩ-class cruiser H.M.S. Donegal. 

2 January 1916

Photo: Symonds & Co., Imperial War Museum Collection

Born in Eglwys Rhos, 
Conwy, Wales,

21 November 1882.

Built by Fairfield Shipbuilding & Engineering 
Company Ltd., Govan, Scotland, 1902.

In service with the Royal Navy, 1903-1918.

Photo: Inger Sheil Collection
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3 January 1880 Francis Patrick Mary Browne is born 
in Cork, Ireland. In April 1912, thirty-
two-year-old Browne is studying for 

the Jesuit priesthood and travels 
First Class aboard Titanic between 
Southampton and Queenstown. He 
takes a number of photographs of 

Titanic and her passengers and crew.Photos: Fr. Francis Browne, S.J. 
Collection

c.1903

Ordained as a Roman 
Catholic priest on

31 July 1915.

Ψ{ƻ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
gently did she move 
that as I leaned over 

the water, I could 
hardly realise that 
we were actually
ƛƴ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΦΩ

(Francis Browne,
The Belvederian, 1912)
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4 January 1913

The strains of 9ǊƛƴΩǎ [ŀƳŜƴǘ and A Nation Once Again flow from 
9ǳƎŜƴŜ 5ŀƭȅΩǎ ǇƛǇŜǎ ŀǎ Titanic departs Queenstown, Ireland.

Painting: ©Ken Marschall (2011)

Eugene Patrick Daly, age 29, who 
travelled aboard Titanic as a Third 
Class passenger, appears before a 
panel of judges to file a claim in 

the lawsuit against the White Star 
[ƛƴŜΦ 5ŀƭȅΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ Ϸрл ŦƻǊ 
his uilleann (elbow) pipes, which 

he played as Titanic departed 
Queenstown on 11 April 1912.

ΨL ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ 
in reaching the same boat I had tried to 
set free from the deck of the Titanic Χ 

One man was alongside and asked if he 
could get upon it. We told him that if 

he did, we would all go down. His reply 
ǿŀǎ άDƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΦ DƻƻŘōȅŜΦέΩ

(Eugene Daly, April 1912)

1921
c.1912 Photo: Phillip Gowan Collection

Born in Lisclogher, County Westmeath, 
Ireland, 23 January 1883.
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5 January 1910

TitanicΩǎ ǊǳŘŘŜǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀǘ 
Harland & Wolff on 9 February 1910.

Assembly of TitanicΩǎ ǎǘŜǊƴ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ 
including the 70-ton rudder post, 
commences on slipway No. 3 at 
Harland & Wolff. Components 

were shipped to Belfast from West 
Hartlepool, England, in late 1909.

The upper section of 
OlympicΩǎ ǊǳŘŘŜǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀǿŀƛǘǎ 

assembly in August 1909.

Photos: Harland & Wolff Collection,
National Museums Northern Ireland
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5 January 2020
The exhibition Titanic Stories closes 
at the National Maritime Museum 

(Cornwall) in England. Some 200,000 
visitors had viewed the exhibition 

since its opening on 8 March 2018.
A highlight was a reproduction of 

TitanicΩǎ ƭƛŦŜōƻŀǘ bƻΦ моΦ ¢ƘŜ ол-foot 
lifeboat, faithful to the original 

design, took two years to craft in the 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ōƻŀǘōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ

Photos: Courtesy Jason King

Above: Port bow view 
of the full-size replica 

of lifeboat No. 13.

Left: Detail of the port 
bow. The circular load 

plate identifies the 
ōƻŀǘΩǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘ 
and depth and that it 
has a capacity of 648 

cubic feet (65 persons).

Ψ²Ŝ ŎƘƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ мо 
ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ
a very good account of 
what happened in the 
boat and how it nearly 
came to grief ς by the 
English schoolmaster 
Lawrence BeesleyΦΩ

(Guest co-curator
Dr Eric Kentley)

Photo: tripadvisor.com
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6 January 1913
A brass tablet commemorating the 
life, and death, of Joseph Bell, Chief 
Engineer of Titanic, is unveiled in the 
ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƛǎƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ CŀƛǘƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 

Crosby, Liverpool, England. Born on 
12 March 1861, Joseph Bell perished 
with his entire engineering staff in 

the North Atlantic on 15 April 1912.

The Bishop of Liverpool unveils the 
brass memorial tablet. A collection 

taken at the service is donated to the 
{ŜŀƳŜƴΩǎ hǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦΨCŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǳƴǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦΩ

1905

Joseph Bell married Maud Bates 
of Ripley, Derbyshire, in 1892. 

They had four children: Francis, 
Marjorie, Eileen and Ralph.

tƘƻǘƻΥ {ǘΦ CŀƛǘƘΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ /Ǌƻǎōȅ

Photo: André Price
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6 January 1998
Texan businessman Jack Grimm,
who financed three unsuccessful 
expeditions in the early 1980s to 

locate the wreck of Titanic, dies in 
Abilene, Texas, at the age of 72. 

Jack Grimm and 
Mike Harris in 1981.

1982

Born in Wagoner, Oklahoma,
18 May 1925.

Jack Grimm at the launch of the book 
Beyond Reach: The Search for the Titanic, 

following his second expedition to the 
North Atlantic in the summer of 1981.
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6 January 1999

¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎΥ WŀƳŜǎ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴΩǎ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ {ŎǊŜŜƴǇƭŀȅ is published 
by HarperPerennial. The book includes the 1996 screenplay 
detailing the evolution of the motion picture from script to 
screen. Featured are deleted scenes and dialogue, and an 

interview with writer, producer and director James Cameron.

The book features more than 300 photographs of 
scenes from the epic movie and a full list of the many 
hundreds of crew involved in the US$200 million film.

ΨCǊŜǳŘΚ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƘŜΚ Lǎ ƘŜ ŀ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΚΩ 
(Jonathan Hyde as J. Bruce Ismay)

Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƴŀƪŜ ǇƛǘΦΩ
(Kathy Bates as Margaret Brown)

Ψ²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜōƻŀǘǎ ōŜ 
ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǎǎΚΩ 

(Frances Fisher as
Ruth DeWitt Bukater)

Ψ²ŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ŎƻƳŜΦΩ (Gloria Stuart as Rose Calvert)

Images: ©Twentieth Century Fox/
Paramount Pictures (1997)
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7 January 1904
The Marconi Wireless Telegraph 
Company Ltd. announces a new 
distress signal for use at sea. The 
letters CQ ŘŜƴƻǘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ 

followed by D ŦƻǊ Ψ5ƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
comes into effect for all Marconi 
installations on 1 February 1904.

- · - ·  - - · -  - · ·
 C        Q        D

The Marconi Wireless Telegraph 
Company Ltd. opened its new 
headquarters in a former hotel 
at 335 The Strand in Aldwych, 
London, on 25 March 1912.

Guglielmo Marconi, 
aged 27 in 1901.

Marconigram sent from Titanic to the White Star 
liner Celtic on 15 April 1912: Ψ/v5 ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
position 41°псΩbΣ рл°мпΩ² ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƛŎŜōŜǊƎΦ ¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎΦΩ 
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8 January 1912 Mary Farquharson and Daniel 
Marvin, both age 17, are secretly 
married in New York City. A more 

formal ceremony is held with 
family in New York on 12 March, 
which is restaged and filmed with 

a Cinephote hand-cranked camera. 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƛƴŜƳŀǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘΩΦ !ŦǘŜǊ 
honeymooning in Europe, the 

couple board Titanic as First Class 
passengers. Mary survives, but 
Daniel perishes in the disaster.

ΨLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭΦ ¸ƻǳ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ŀ 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜΦΩ (Daniel Marvin to his wife as she 

steps aboard a lifeboat on 15 April 1912)

Below: Reproduction of The Daily Mirror, 
London, Wednesday, 15 May 1912.
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9 January 1916
Britannic arrives at Southampton 
for the first time, completing her 

inaugural voyage as a hospital ship.

More than 3,300 casualties from six smaller hospital 
ships and shore-based hospitals were embarked at 
Mudros, on the Greek island of Lemnos, between
31 December 1915 and 2 January 1916. Britannic 

departed Mudros for Southampton the following day.

Britannic berthed in the White Star Dock at Southampton in 1916.

Britannic in the Solent 
off the Isle of Wight. Photo: ©Beken of Cowes

Graphite drawing: ©David Olivera
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10 January 1897
Gustav Christian Schwabe, a 

respected Liverpool merchant and 
financier of fledgling businesses, 
and businessmen, dies aged 83
in Kensington, London, England.

Gustav Schwabe was influential in assisting shipbuilder Edward James Harland, in 1858, 
and shipowner Thomas Henry Ismay, in 1869, to establish their respective companies 
in Belfast and Liverpool, both of which became enormously successful and profitable.

Edward Harland (left) and Thomas Ismay 
owed much of their early success to the 
financial assistance of Gustav Schwabe.

Gustav Wolff, nephew of 
Gustav Schwabe, became 
9ŘǿŀǊŘ IŀǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƘƛǇ-

building partner in 1861.
Born in Hamburg, Bouches-de-l'Elbe, 
First French Empire, 10 May 1813.

Photo: Alamy Images

Photo: Courtesy Clifford IsmayPhoto: V. Morrison Collection

Photo: The Shipbuilder

c.1858
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10 January 1965
A little under two weeks after the 
death of his wife Eva and facing 

eviction by his brother-in-law from 
his home in Southampton, England, 
former Titanic lookout and lifeboat 

No. 6 crewman Frederick Fleet takes 
his own life. He is 77 years old.

Left: Frederick Fleet (right) 
selling copies of the Evening 
Echo in Southampton, 1961.
Photo: Southern Daily Echo, Southampton

1912

Above: Frederick Fleet (arrowed) aboard TitanicΩǎ 
underfilled lifeboat No. 6, prepares to take a line 
from Carpathia on the morning of 15 April 1912.

Photo: Louis M. Ogden

Born in Liverpool, England,
15 October 1887.

Photo: Harris & Ewing Collection, Library
of Congress. Colourised by Dana Keller

ΨL ǿŀǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǎƛȄ 
life-boat by Mr. Lightoller, the 
second officer ... There were 
about 40 of us altogether ...
We got into the boat at one 

o'clock in the morning and were 
ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ άǇǳƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ
We were picked up by the 

Carpathia ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦΩ

(Frederick Fleet, from an article 
ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴΩǎ

Evening Echo, 19 June 1961)

1961
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11 January 1918
Olympic departs New York on her 
first voyage with American troops. 
It is the start of regular round-trip 

crossings of the North Atlantic 
from New York to Brest (France), 

Southampton and Liverpool.

Olympic at Southampton in late 1918.
From a postcard issued by G.A. Pratt, Southampton

¢Ŝƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ΨŘƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎΩ ŀǊŜ 
transported to reinforce Allied divisions 
against Germany on the western front.

¢ƘŜ ΨŘŀȊȊƭŜΩ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
commanders of German submarines as to the size and 

profile of the ship, and the direction of her course. 
Seen here is OlympicΩǎ ǘȅǇŜ мф!· Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ ŀǎ 

applied from August 1918 until January 1919.

OlympicΩǎ ōƻǿ ŀǘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфмуΦ

Photo: Seaman 2nd Class S.F. Scott, 
National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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11 January 1928

Painting: Hubert von Herkomer
©Thomas Hardy Archive and 

Collection/Dorset County Museum

English novelist and poet Thomas 
Hardy dies in Dorchester, England, 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ утΦ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ мм-stanza 

poem Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¢ǿŀƛƴΩ was written in April 1912 
following a request for a poem to 
be read at a charity concert raising 
funds in aid of the Titanic disaster. 

The poem was first published in the 
souvenir programme for that event.

Born in Stinsford, 
Dorset, England,

2 June 1840.

1909

c.1912

The fundraising concert is held at the Royal Opera 
House in Covent Garden, London, on 14 May 1912. 

Image: The Illustrated London News
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Olympic arrives at Belfast where 
she is fully overhauled and armed 
with six 6-inch guns. She is painted 
in an all-over light grey livery and 
re-enters service under the white 
ensign on 4 April 1917. Six months 
later, Olympic receives the type 19A 
ΨŘŀȊȊƭŜΩ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ

¢ƘŜ ΨŘŀȊȊƭŜΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘ ōȅ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ bƻǊƳŀƴ ²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
first pattern applied to Olympic in October 1917. She received a different scheme in August 1918.

12 January 1917

Artwork: ©Michael C. Brady (2012)

! ǇƻǊǘ ǎƛŘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Iƛǎ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ 
Olympic ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ΨŘŀȊȊƭŜΩ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜΦ
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13 January 1914
Eliza Andrews, née Pirrie, lays a 

foundation stone at the site of the 
Thomas Andrews, Jr. Memorial Hall 
in Comber, County Down, Ireland. 
¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ΨŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƻŘΩ ǿŀǎ 

turned on 2 October 1913 for a 
community hall to remember her 

son, the respected shipbuilder who 
perished in the Titanic disaster.

Helen and Thomas Andrews 
with their daughter Elizabeth 
ŀǘ Ψ!ǊŘŀǊŀΩΣ ǘƘŜ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎΩ 
family home in Comber
on 29 November 1910.

Photos: Andrews Family Collection

Eliza Andrews 
(1845-1929)
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The White Star liner Oceanic, the 
largest vessel in the world and the 
first to exceed 700 feet in length, 

is launched at the Harland & Wolff   
shipyard in Belfast, Ireland.

14 January 1899

The 17,274-ton liner, certified for 1,710 passengers and 349 crew, enters service 
between Liverpool and New York on 6 September 1899, the thirtieth anniversary of 

the registration of the Oceanic Steam Navigation Company (White Star Line) in 1869.
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